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#5 Fumihiko Maki
Architect

The Spiral building, designed by leading modernist
architect Fumihiko Maki, opened its doors in 1985.
The design is acclaimed for its use of basic modern
elements and pure geometries based on squares,
circles, equilateral triangles. The exterior collage
of forms and surfaces represents its variety of inte-
rior spaces and programs. On the occasion of the
building’s 25" Anniversary, a special lecture was
presented by Maki, who has designed many notable
universities and culture centers around the world,
on the subject of ‘What is “On publicness in Archi-
tecture”?’ to an audience of some 300, mostly young,
architecture fans.

Fumihiko Maki

Born in Tokyo, in 1928. Maki is one of Japan’s
most important architects. After graduating from
the Department of Architecture, Faculty of
Engineering, of the University of Tokyo, he spent
several years studying in the US, completing

his Master of Architecture degree at the Harvard
University Graduate School of Design. In 1960
Maki made his architectural debut as an urban
planner and founder-member of the Metabolist
group. In 1965 he established Maki and Associates
in Tokyo. Among his many honors are the Japan
Institute of Architecture Award (twice, in 1963
and 1985); the American Institute of Architects’
Reynolds Award (1987); the Pritzker Architecture
Prize (1993); the Union Internationale des
Architectes (UIA) Gold Medal Prize (1993),

The Japan Art Association Praemium Imperiale
(1999), and the Grand Prize of Japan Institute

of Architecture (2001).

Notable works include: Hillside Terrace Complex,
Spiral, Kaze-no-Oka Crematorium, University of
Pennsylvania Annenberg Public Policy Center
(APPC), the Maki building on the Novartis Campus,
and MIT Media Lab extension.

www.maki-and-associates.co.jp
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